'l'oml englne. I nsert mﬂ'
chassis. Don/ besi bib an

7 Picss Patvick Goaling % 7L L

: 'iaster and. faster until .
sumethmg els: snapped——-

going to feed it on?* . identity. Butit isn’thard 0. S
ustiallythe rider’s brain A’

“Petrol, mother, : imagine that thepeople who'

: “ Ye gads! What are ybu though enhrelydellghﬁ‘ul

like all the others:?’ /. designed it conld; likeyy - return {0 old values wasin .
There’s a long historyof 1. »be, afe“ coupa “order A P erful cngme,

madness in‘my Family, and lt’ . shorto ihelr rcspcct

a faveurite pastime for them to, .

S8 ¢T ‘
! ‘some: mfermr rear suspensmn
. And just to make suré 140tmph .
- feels like 140, no. fairing.-Out’
ofa spmt:of sheer; perveruty,
EZX was born.-. ;
\'Yamahahaven't donc lhmgs‘;
mlves Overall' tyling you
pics, but haye '

“+ 1ook on the string of test bikes 1 " It must ha‘v arted shm-lly"
bring-home as:a succession'of = ‘;.after Yamﬁha fouud _oui how to
serni-domestic-animals, Thus

. the VER750 becanie a bison, '

“any Guzzi was a rhino and the
CBR600 (m blue) & porpoise: if.‘
Wenever “got round (o e .= the

“discussing what the Y amaha Ciwe
FZX750 was and perhaps’ " [\

/ “that’s proof of i its cﬁni‘used,




IFEAE GERE AT E DX FEIEILI" T EIdON

Bikus interruptus. How very droll. Five minutes before setting off
for MIRA, one discovers a two inch nail'in the rear tyre.

carb? The false petrol tank; the
electric fuel switch on the left
hand switch cluster; the silly
speedo markings; or the small
matter of four fork stanchions
where other bikes have two?
Most people, including me,
loved it. A few took the piss
mightily.

The riding position’s a long
way from the carefully worked
out man/machine relationship
you’d find on a sports 750. You
can sense, as you reach out to
grab the quaintly raised
handlebars, that an extra few
inches on the pectorals, dorsals
and biceps would be just the
thing for counteracting any
aerodynamic deficiencies in the
seating posture. Not fo mention
the neck muscles of an ox
should you be inclined to hold
or exceed 110 statutory miles
per hour.

Even on MIRA’s 1600-yard
timing straight, top end
performance was difficult to
get at, but this is no bad thing.
In road terms, I rarely went
over 100mph, which is a lot
more legal than Yamaha’s
other five valve per cylinder
bikes.

The motor’s in a softer state
of tune than the stock FZ:
different inlet cam, pistons,
carbs, airbox and exhaust.
Apparently the result is more
midrange, but I was danged if I
could tell. It seemed more or
less standard FZ issue, a.k.a. a
carefully controlled bomb
which tries to go off every time
you open the throttle even a
fraction. Regardless of gear or
revs, It feels good just going
down to the petrol station.

Ah, yes; petrol. The puny
tank just in front of the seat
holds so little of the stuff that I
ran out twice. The supply
usually hit reserve at about 105
miles, then expired just hefore
120. To quote John Robinson,
I can think of several bits of
road with petrol stations more
than 15 miles apart.

Other items deserving a
place in the silly category are
silencer guards which don’t
work (the pipes get covered in
melted shoe sole),
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vibro-massage pillion footrests
and a miniature grabrail which
is, in a word, ungrabbable.

Let us not concern ourselves
with such things now: imagine
instead that you are at the
controls of an FZR to which,
over the first ten seconds
following a standing start, you
have been applying maximum
grief in every gear. As this
equates to around 100mph you
will want to do one of the
following things: go faster, go
round a corner or stop. The
FZX is quite capable of all
three, but it has its own ideas
about how to do them.

Speedwise, anything much
above an indicated 130 can
only be endured for a few
seconds at a time, unless you lie
on the airbox. There’s just too
much wind blast for any kind
of fine control or
horizon-scanning.

Stability is such that the bike
won’t wobble unless it’s made
to do so, The only time it was a
problem was during a top
speed run at MIRA; the motor
was redlining fourth when the
front wheel hit a bump, and I
had to throttle off slightly to
get the ’bars to settle down
again. Things like that rarely
happen on the road but when
they do, they make the bike
worth every penny.

Cornering on the FZX is an

The first time you experience the pull of an FZ motor is the most
dangerous. You may find yourself committing a serious crime trying
to raise encugh money to buy the bike.

Strange speedo markings — 5, 15, 25mph. White faced clocks stare
up unblinkingly at occasionally white faced rider.

interesting business. At high
speed it shakes its bars and
wobbles slightly; nowhere near
as precise and stable as a
VFR750 but then with no
fairing and two back tyres
that’s hardly surprising. The
important bit is how easily you
can kid yourself that you’re
taking it to the limit.

Lower down in the
50-80mph bracket there are far
less demands on the rider, The
suspension’s on the firm side
and the tyres are bouncy but
otherwise it goes round bends
as well as anything else.
Nothing is likely to touch down
unless the suspension’s loaded
by bumps, passengers or
whatever, in which case highly
satisfactory scraping sounds
are available from either
footrest, with the option of
extra centrestand on
lefthanders,

It’s only at low speed that
the FZX gets to be a pain,
oversteering dramatically and
keeling over from the vertical
with less that exemplary
smoothness. There’s lots of
grip from the Pirelli
Sportscomps, but they don’t
have much feel, and a close
inspection of the treads
immediately after
death-defying angles of lean
have been attained reveals tha?
the front tyre runs out of tre:

before the rear. It never even
felt like washing out but
combined with an indifferent
wet grip it’d be enough to get
me looking for different tyres
when replacement time came
round, even if they lacked the
Pirellis’ reptilian good looks.

Unless you’re into frying
clutch plates the FZX won’t do
wheelies, leaving banzai
braking as its third mode of
socially unacceptable
behaviour. The raw materials
are a pair of thunderously
efficient calipers and a set of
ventilated discs from last
year’s FZ. No shortage of
power or feel, but the rider is
sat upright and poorly
positioned to take advantage.
It’s difficult to tell when the
wheel is about to lock too.
What the hell: the braking’s
still exceptionally good just as
the FZX’s useable stomp and
handling beats any of the
mutants on offer from the
other manufacturers.

It’s also faster, even if the
performance figures don’t
back this up. The day of the
customary MIRA showdown
dawned clear and sunny, but at
the last minute I noticed a two
inch nail in the rear tyre,
necessitating the hurried
purchase and application of a
Metzeler Palufix tubeless tyre
repair kit.

The instructions gave a
maximum advisory post-repair
speed of 45mph which was
honoured more in the breach
than the observance on the way
to the track; and, I have to say,
competely ignored once the
bike arrived there. After each
run 1 checked for leaks but
nothing went wrong. Even so 1
decided it was tempting fate to
try the FZX on the faster mile
loop. Measured top whack was
therefore 138 at 11,000rpm in
fifth. Plenty fast enough. It felt
like hanging off the edge of a
cliff (by my fingernails) in a
hurricane.

For standing starts, the FZX
has the admirable
characteristic of accepting full
throttle within a few yards of
the line; dead easy stuff, and
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All the anclllar

Baore x stroke.
Capacity .
| Compression rati
Fuel system......

Primary drive, ratio.
Final drive, ratio ......
'} Gear ratios ........ 1st—2.293

Hlectrics

Generator..
Battery
Headlamp

Chassis

Rear tyre..

Rear brake......
Frent suspension ....

Rear SUSPension ..........

...68 X 51.6mm

| TrIMCASTON .ortoes et issssens

Price..i......

Importer.... Mit’sm MachinarySales td
~ Dakeroft sington, Surrey (01-397 5111}

Engine ] _
A lype i intine four, five valves per cvfmder.

watercooled

............. transnstonsed !

Transmission

.gear, 1.896

Front tyre ....cooieianenns 110/90V16 Pirelli Sportscomp

... 140/90V15 Pirelli Sportscomp
1 Front brake. . mmeieiensemessd twin ventilated disc
single ventilated disc |
ele fork, variable preload, |
140mm travel

twin shock, variable preload,

97mm travel
14mm/28.75°

; ...chain, 39/17
s 2nd - 2.188 3rd-1.778;
4th ~ 1.500, 5th — 1.273; 6th ~ 1.125

PPexrfornmance

Mag(imum speed

Fuel consumption
Average.

il Waorst.
i Best....

- Performance
Handling....ccoocvcine

 IDimensions

1525mm (60ins)|

Wheelbase .......ciisiiiin i , I
Overall length... .. 2245mm (88.4ins)} .
- Overall width .... .. 185mm {30.8ins) |
s Dry weight..... 221kg wet (4871bs)
Fuel capacity ... 129 litres (2.8gal)|
 Spares prices
“Ignition switch.., £40.50¢
“Qil filter ., . £3.29
Pair brake pads.......couinninn £3568{SBS £1357H
. Silencer... i £210.66]
Indicator.... ~E14811

: Tester s Verdlct

| Good points......
Bad points.........

mirror v:bes

Comfort.
Braking.

Vall...eiiniiens

bike max
spd*
FZXT50 138
FZ750 143
ZL1000 131
VF750C 116

883

._ Sportster 109

750
Intruder 107

sessbbaeie

SS¥a

11.8/118
11.3/118

118115

12.8/105
14.6/91
13.2/98

av

mpg
4

42
31
4
50

51

| * On MIRA’s 1600 yard timing staight

price  issue
' tested
£3799  hello

£3899 June 87 |

i ; yes|
i best mutant by far
o suﬁsthe tank range |
Jimited unly y tyres and suspension |-
fine for posers; unrealistic for
“year-round bikers |

Quick comparison A

£4399 Sept 87 |

£35099 Sept 87|
£4280 Sept 87 |

£3493 Oct 86




